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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS — CABINET SUBCOMMITTEE 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.08 pm]: I rise today to advise the house of the establishment 
of a cabinet subcommittee on Aboriginal affairs. This committee will be chaired by the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs and its members will comprise the Deputy Premier, the Minister for Regional Development and the 
Minister for Mental Health. The committee will work with the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee 
created under the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act 1972 and the newly renamed Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs. 
This government has made some significant decisions with respect to Aboriginal Western Australians. We have 
not tolerated children remaining at risk in remote Aboriginal communities such as Oombulgurri, the government 
has amended legislation to ensure that Aboriginal people are treated equally when it comes to intestacy, and we 
are strengthening arrangements to protect Aboriginal heritage while removing unnecessary bureaucracy for 
industry and Aboriginal people. 

Native title agreements play an important role in providing a long-term source of economic development. This 
government will continue to pursue native title agreements, including in the south west with the Noongar people. 

Treasury estimates that state government expenditure on services for Aboriginal people was around $2.3 billion 
in 2010–11, or approximately $30 000 per person. Despite this reform and investment, outcomes for Aboriginal 
Western Australians are unacceptable. Levels of health and mental health are significantly lower for Aboriginal 
people. Mortality rates are two and a half times higher and suicide rates are three times higher. Too many 
Aboriginal children are absent from school and the numbers of Aboriginal children graduating from high school 
is less than half that of non-Aboriginal children. Sadly, too many Aboriginal Western Australians are in 
detention facilities and prisons. Western Australia has the highest Indigenous youth and adult imprisonment rates 
in the country.  

The newly created cabinet subcommittee will be tasked with driving better coordination across government and 
improved collaboration with Aboriginal leaders and the non-government sector. Coordination and collaboration 
will reduce duplication, improve access to services and make better use of the funds that we are already 
investing. An example of where this approach can make a difference is in programs for Aboriginal youth. The 
state government provides more than $32 million a year for more than 140 programs targeted at Aboriginal 
youth through a range of government departments and non-government organisations. The committee will be 
tasked with improving the coordination of these programs and ensuring more sustainable funding for programs 
that work. The committee will listen to and work with Aboriginal leaders. 

In closing, through this committee, this government is determined to take action to better address Aboriginal 
disadvantage. However, this government does not believe that Aboriginal disadvantage can be solved through 
empty slogans and short-term funding fixes. We will not tell Aboriginal people how to live their lives. Instead, 
this government will work in an ongoing partnership with Aboriginal Western Australians to support them to 
have stable and healthy homes and families, a good education and meaningful employment. 
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